Phil 101
Lecture Notes 8

Dr. Stevens
   
Fall 2021
First Argument for God’s existence (argument that God does exist):

Design arguments  
Various versions of the Design Argument are discussed in “Design Arguments for the Existence of God”. We’ll cover 3 different versions of the design argument: 

· (1) Paley’s watchmaker argument (older design argument)
· (2) The argument from biological information (contemporary design argument)
· (3) The fine-tuning argument (contemporary design argument)
Design Arguments involve Inference to the best explanation.  They’re empirical arguments that identify some feature of the world or universe, then infer that an intelligent designer (God) is the best explanation for this feature. 
Summary of debate surrounding design argument:

Question: What is the best explanation for all of the complex life that exists on earth?

Theist: God best explains complexity of life (Paley’s watchmaker design argument)
Critic (atheist, agnostic): evolution best explains complexity of life (no need to believe in God)
Theist: God and evolution together best explain complexity of life (contemporary design arguments: argument from biological information and fine-tuning argument)
Our approach to discussing various versions of the Design Argument: 

· Discuss William Paley’s “watchmaker” version of the design argument, which was written in 1802 (before Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural selection in 1859)
· Talk about evolution

Some basics of evolution

How one can consistently believe in both God and evolution 

How evolution weakens Paley’s watchmaker version of design argument
· Talk about 2 contemporary versions of design argument (argument from biological information and fine tuning argument), which came after evolutionary theory

(1)Paley’s Watchmaker Argument: (In “Design Arguments for the Existence of God”, Section 1c)
Paley: If you found a watch lying on the ground, you would infer that a watchmaker must have created the watch (you wouldn’t think the watch had always existed, or that it came about by chance, or that it was self-caused)
2 features of watch that reliably indicate that a watch is the result of intelligent design (by a watchmaker): (1) It performs a function (it tells time) and (2) it could not perform this function if its parts were arranged differently
The fact that the watch was put together in a specific way in order to perform the function of telling time is evidence that an intelligent mind (a watchmaker) created the watch.
Paley argues that we find this same functional complexity everywhere in the world – in human life, animal life, and plant life. Things serve a purpose; there’s a delicate balance in nature; life could not exist if things weren’t structured in a very specific way.
Summary: Paley argues that just like a watchmaker is the best explanation for the complexity of a watch, an intelligent designer (God) is the best explanation for all of the complexity of life. Therefore God exists.
Criticism of Paley’s watchmaker design argument:
Paley’s version of Design argument seemed quite powerful prior to evolutionary theory – before theory of evolution, complexity of life was a mystery

     

Evolution: Complexity in nature can be explained now by evolution

· Evolution can explain how the world came to have the complexity it does

· Every living thing is the product of millions and millions of years of evolutionary changes

· Maybe the only way to explain the functional complexity of a watch is an intelligent designer (watchmaker). But evolution can explain the functional complexity of the world without there necessarily needing to be an intelligent designer

Evolution doesn’t disprove God, but evolution makes Paley’s version of design argument less powerful. Maybe we don’t need God to explain complexity – maybe evolution alone explains world we see. 

Evolution: we’ll talk a little about some of the basics of evolution, so that we can talk about how it relates to the Design Arguments. I highly recommend Dr. Levin’s Anthropology 102 class (Physical Anthropology) as an excellent way to learn more about human evolution.
There is a lot of misunderstanding and misinformation out there about evolutionary theory. PLEASE read Rennie: “15 Answers to Creationist Nonsense” and watch “The 12 Days of Evolution” video if you haven’t already.
Evolution – some basics (this is oversimplified and in layman’s terms. I recommend taking a biology class or a physical anthropology class to learn more)
Evolution happens when you have Replication, Variation, and Competition.

· Replication: Animals reproduce (they have babies)

· Variation: Babies are a little bit different from their parents and their brothers and sisters (think of a litter of puppies – they will have different colors of fur, there may be a runt of the litter, etc,)

· Competition: In the wild, environments are harsh. Lots of things can kill you (you could get eaten by a predator, you could starve to death, you could get killed by heat or cold, etc.) Some animals will survive long enough to reproduce and pass on their genetic material to their offspring and some will not.

Life first formed on earth roughly 3.7 billion years ago and has been evolving ever since. Darwin figured out that natural selection is the primary driver of evolution. Depending on the particular environment, certain traits might be more helpful than others for an animal’s survival. (For example, having a fur color that helps you blend in to your environment might help you avoid being eaten by a predator). Animals with traits that help them survive in their particular environment will be more likely to live long enough to reproduce and pass on their genetic material. Over time these traits will increase in frequency. Through this natural process, animals evolve and change over time and sometimes new species emerge. 
IMPORTANT POINT:

Evolution is consistent with the existence of God 

   - evolution isn’t an argument against existence of God

   - existence of God isn’t an argument against evolution 

You can believe in God AND evolution. They are not mutually exclusive. 

· Perhaps God created everything in the universe, including us, and evolution is the mechanism by which God chose to create life
· You can believe everything that science tells us about the world/universe and still believe in God. You can believe that God created the universe through the big bang and that God created life through evolution.

· Science seems to be our best way of understanding the natural world and universe. If you believe there is a God who created everything that exists, science is an extremely useful tool for understanding this universe and world that God created.
· Evolution might conflict with certain LITERAL interpretations of religious text (like God creating Adam and Eve as fully formed humans), but many people understand religious text as metaphorical, not literal
Optional: See the Clergy Letter Project: (which is devoted to showing that science and religion can be compatible and is endorsed by many major religions):  http://www.theclergyletterproject.org/
Optional: See also the Catholic church on evolution and science:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C_-OD-4X9bCFZw-aRJlA4PUPXSu5lJZJ_PODz_WnWoE/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g1632e8d195_0_0
The reason evolution is relevant to the design argument: It seems to weaken Paley’s version of Design argument. Even if existence of God is CONSISTENT with evolution, if evolution can explain complexity of life in this world, then perhaps we no longer need God to explain the world we see.
Do we have any good reason to believe in God based on complexity of world if evolution can explain that complexity? 

Contemporary versions of the Design Argument say yes we DO still have good reason to believe in God based on complexity of world, even if evolution explains most of that complexity. 
These arguments respect the scientific evidence for evolution, but argue that despite evolutionary theory being true, we STILL need God to explain the world/universe we see.

From “Design Arguments for the Existence of God” 

Section 2b: The Argument from Biological Information: Evolutionary theory is true, but evolution only explains how complex organisms (like humans) evolved from more simple organisms. We still need God to explain where those simple organisms came from. How did the world go from having no life to having the first simple (single-celled and then later multi-celled) living organisms?
We have 2 competing explanation for how life first formed on earth (roughly 3.7 billion years ago): 

1. Chance: the chemicals that existed when the earth was young happened to come together in just the right way to form the building blocks of life (DNA, RNA, proteins) so that life could be possible (then life evolved over time through evolution).
OR

2. God: An intelligent mind (God) created the building blocks of life (DNA, RNA, proteins) and the first forms of life (then life evolved over time through evolution).
The theist argues here that although it’s not impossible that chance could produce the first forms of life, it’s extremely unlikely. There’s such specific complicated information present in the basic building blocks of life (DNA, RNA, proteins). It seems more likely that an intelligent mind (God) created the first life on earth than that life formed on its own by chance.

Summary: God is the best explanation for how life first formed on earth, so therefore God exists.
Optional article about life first forming on earth:
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/life-science/early-life-earth-animal-origins#:~:text=The%20earliest%20life%20forms%20we,is%20produced%20by%20living%20things.
Optional short (less than 3 minutes) video about life first forming on earth:
https://www.quantamagazine.org/videos/how-did-life-begin-on-earth/
Section 2c: The Fine-Tuning Argument: the universe appears “fine-tuned” for life. 
· If the big bang had been slightly different, the universe would have collapsed on itself or expanded too rapidly for stars to form

· Life would not be possible if the force binding protons to neutrons differed by even 5%

Fine tuning argument focuses on the universe as a whole. It notices that there are many specific details about the universe that have to be just so. If you change things even slightly, life in the universe wouldn’t be possible.
Once again, there are 2 competing explanations for why the universe is hospitable for life:

1. Chance: The big bang happened in just the right way for life to be possible. The universe just happened to form in just the right way for life to be possible.

OR

2. God: An intelligent mind (God) is responsible for creating the universe. God created the universe through the big bang in a specific way and set up all the necessary specific conditions so that life could be possible in the universe.

Once again, the theist argues that although it’s not impossible that chance could have produced this universe, it’s extremely unlikely (given that if you change things ever so slightly, life wouldn’t be possible). It seems more likely that an intelligent mind (God) is responsible for creating the universe than that it came about by chance.
Summary: God is the best explanation for why the universe is hospitable to life (he created it in a specific way), so therefore God exists.

Both of these versions of the design argument argue that it is more likely that God is responsible for these features of the world/universe than that these features came about by chance.

Be sure to look at the criticism of both these arguments in these sections of the reading.

Optional short (5 minute) video about the big bang:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtrYF_hxxUM&feature=emb_logo
Optional article about the big bang:

https://www.livescience.com/65471-photo-timeline-big-bang.html
Another optional article about the big bang. This one has a short (5 minute) video embedded in it:

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/universe/origins-of-the-universe/
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